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Gigue was comissioned by Timothy Weiss for the Oberlin Contemporary
Music Ensemble. In meeting with Weiss, I had asked if I could write for an in-
strumentation similar to that of Bach’s Brandenburg Concertos. Rather than
imitate the concertos, I chose to look inwards and showcase my own musical
interests. 1 was interested in exploiting the rhythmic qualities the Gigue,
a baroque dance originating from the English Jig, shares with Afro-Cuban
music and American Jazz. By infusing these different styles, I abstracted the
Gigue beyond recognition. The work also features differing groups of soloists,
who play their own variations on the main theme introduced by the double
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Harpsichord

Two-manual with a buff (lute stop)

Doubling on a small flexatone

1 Percussionist

Vibraphone

5 Woodblocks

4 Suspended Cymbals
2 Cowbells
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